Describing effects of rhetorical devices 
[bookmark: _GoBack]What you need to pay attention to:
· register (formal / informal / colloquial / dialect / slang / rude)
· positive or negative wording 
· word fields (e.g. cold / stiff / frosty  creating a negative atmosphere, showing the lack of love or emotion)
· symbolic (= figurative) language (metaphors, parallels, similes)
· use of personal pronouns (e.g. inclusive “we”, i.e. 1st person plural; directly addressing “you”, i.e. 2nd person singular/plural)
· …

Describing effects of rhetorical devices:

to achieve / to produce an effect
to evoke an emotional response in the audience 
to evoke strong feelings or to create a strong impression
to persuade the reader/listener
to make the audience receptive to an idea/message/image
to intend humorous or rhetorical effect
to draw attention to the fact/argument/idea/…

to exemplify sth / to illustrate sth / to demonstrate sth
to explain / to elucidate sth (to make sth clear)
to enhance / to heighten an effect
to intensify the effect of … on the reader
to emphasise intensity, mood, imagery, etc. / to put emphasis on sth
to contrast sth / to emphasise the difference between A and B

esp. choice of personal pronouns, rhetorical questions, imperative/appeal: 
to address the reader directly 
 to create a greater sense of sympathy  antipathy/dislike
to generate a feeling of unity/belonging/inclusion  alienation/distance/exclusion
to establish an emotional/intellectual connection to the listener / a sense of togetherness/equality
to pose a rhetorical question for the sake of encouraging the listener to consider a message or viewpoint 
to evoke/generate identification/alienation
to minimise/maximise the distance between text/author and reader 

esp. irony: 
to deprecate or to ridicule an idea or course of action 
to express/to voice criticism / to disguise criticism 
to reveal/unmask/dismantle sb’s true feelings/motivation/prejudice

esp. metaphor + simile: 
literal meaning vs. metaphorical/figurative/symbolic meaning
to link a new idea to an existing one 
 to help the audience/reader understand an idea/message/new concept 
to visualise a concept 
to evoke/spark off/trigger associations
to make the reader understand a complex issue 

esp. alliteration, climax etc.: 
to create a poetic/rhythmic effect
to make a statement catchy (so that it is instantly appealing and memorable)

